Subcultures at Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum

www.subcultures.org.uk was an outcome of the envision project run by Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum in partnership with Warwick District Council Arts Development and the Warwickshire Youth Arts Network.

Since completing the project, this website has been the main way we have sustained our youth friendly culture. It proved difficult to develop sustainable contacts with the young people involved in the original envision project, but by updating the website and linking it with other projects we hope that it is developing our youth audience more generally.

Our activities have included;

· Promotion of the website through a tour of the Leamington ‘sound map’ to local schools

· Promotional postcards

· An online competition to interpret invented museum objects

· The website was the subject of a school project facilitated by the Education Business Partnership

· Linking with Warwickshire Arts Week education projects

· Using the website to present an online version of the forthcoming 100 faces dance for screen installation which is currently being developed by Mercurial Dance with 100 young people (with funding from ACE West Midlands)
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The winning entry of the subcultures competition described the above object as “A drunken knight’s saviour, being around 500 years ago - an all singing all dancing invention for those wild nights out.  It was invented to equip the knight with bottle opener, corkscrew and hands to ward off any attackers.  It is whittled from the finest wood and polished to perfection; it has ivory detail and would have been owned by someone very wealthy.  This item was also cheaply reproduced on markets all over England (similar to ye olde Burberry scarf incident of the previous year.”
