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LiveWire Updates

 April 05 – March 06

First Light Studio Award

LiveWire received a £20 000 Studio Award from First Light in January 2005.  The First Light initiative supports young filmmaking and is funded by the Lottery through the UK Film Council.  The LiveWire Management Team worked on the funding application with the Youth Projects Officer and a team of professional filmmakers, developing ideas for four films.  The four shorts were then made through LiveWire Studio, Cornerhouse’s short film production house for young people by four different groups of young people from Greater Manchester.   I have included short descriptions of the films at the end of this update and you can watch the films online at www.livewire-manchester.com
The films and groups were:

· Another Journey – young people aged 14-18 with no previous filmmaking experience;

· Tea Leaf – young people aged 16-18 with previous filmmaking experience;

· Wired – young refugees aged 14–18 with no previous filmmaking experience; and

· Every Street Dreams – young people aged 14-18 interested in animation.

The films were premiered last October at a party in the Cornerhouse gallery to coincide with Cornerhouse’s 20th Anniversary celebrations.  The Management Team worked together to plan and host the event, this included film premieres with introductions from the filmmakers; documentaries of the film productions; a Q & A with the Workshop Leaders and young filmmakers; the launch of the LiveWire website with a live demo; an awards ceremony; and food, drinks, music and live VJ’ing.  The event in gallery 3 was a sell out with over one hundred people attending.

The films have been distributed on DVD and also submitted to various UK and European film festivals.

LiveWire Website

The LiveWire website was developed by LiveWire participants by working with the Youth Projects Officer, a web design company and an artist to plan the look and structure of the site.  The website has a full archive of past projects and you can watch LiveWire films online.  Information on how to get involved in LiveWire projects, the Management Team and LiveWire Critics is now easily accessible and young people can register online to receive LiveWire information.  The Youth Projects Officer posts creative opportunities for young people on the homepage of the site.  This news page is a space that other creative projects can take advantage of by sending the Youth Projects Officer their information.

The LiveWire Management Team

In addition to working on the First Light and Young People’s Fund applications, the LiveWire Management Team selected the films which were screened at underexposed, which is a day dedicated to young filmmakers in the North West.  underexposed is now in its 4th year and is the leading showcase of films from young people, schools and colleges in the North West, taking place every December at Cornerhouse. underexposed is a part of exposures UK Student Film Festival.  

To enter a film made by a group of young people you have worked with please read the guidelines and complete an entry form at www.exposuresfilmfestival.co.uk before 31st July 2006.

LiveWire Critics

LiveWire Critics, formed in 2005 is an ongoing project that invites LiveWire participants to visit exhibitions, events and film screenings and review their experience.  The reviews are then posted on the LiveWire website in the LiveWire Critics section.  Last year the critics visited and reviewed The Co-op Young People’s Film Festival, Bradford, where two LiveWire films were being screened, a Cornerhouse exhibition of Pat O’ Neill’s experimental film work and numerous films.  All reviews can be seen on the LiveWire website.

LiveWire Presentation at an Audiences Europe Network conference, Barcelona

Bringing together cultural professionals from across Europe, AEN is the first European network that focuses on audience development.  The Youth Projects Officer, Education Director and two LiveWire participants presented a paper to the conference delegates on using digital technologies to market to young people.  The trip to Barcelona also involved visiting the Picasso Museum, The Museum of Contemporary Art, the Jean Miro Museum and the National Art Museum.  A blog of the trip can be read in the LiveWire Critics section of the LiveWire website.

Other projects that took place last year…

· LiveWire held a doodling and film workshop at International Doodlebug Day #9: Viva La Muralists, which took place in the Cornerhouse cafes Sept 05.  Doodlebug is a curated doodling exhibition of leading professional visual artists from the UK and overseas.  On this day, artists doodle directly onto the walls and windows of Cornerhouse.  LiveWire created it’s very own mural on a main wall in the upstairs café and also created a documentary of the event by interviewing selected artists and filming the day.  The documentary can be viewed on the LiveWire website.

· The LiveWire Greater Manchester Roadshow, March 05, took place in colleges within the ten boroughs of Greater Manchester and was aimed at A, AS level and BTEC Media students.  Young people were treated to a screening of the LiveWire Studio films and a selection of shorts from exposures UK Student Film Festival.  The films were introduced by the Youth Projects Officer and a professional filmmaker who both did a Q & A session on LiveWire and short filmmaking.

· LiveWire also had a sneaky tour around the BBC and sat in on North West Tonight where they had a chance to talk to the crew after the show about their jobs and careers in the media industry, (March 05).

This year April 06 – March 07

LiveWire Studio

The four LiveWire Studio films have been entered to numerous festivals:

· All four films were selected to be screened at The Warrington Young People’s Film Festival, (April 06).

· Every Street Dreams was selected to be screened at The Bang Short Film Festival, Nottingham, (April 06) and has just been selected to compete at the New Views section of the Showcomotion Young People's Film Festival (29 June – 8 July).
· Tea Leaf was selected to compete for the National Young Filmmakers Award at the Leeds Children’s Film Festival, (April 06).

· Wired was selected to compete in the 13-16 Live Action category of The Kids for Kids International Children’s Film Festival, Cyprus (16 – 18 June).  The Youth Projects Officer took four LiveWire Studio participants to the festival where the young people formed part of the festival’s young people’s international jury.

Hospital Schools Outreach, April 06

LiveWire has recently conducted a consultation with the Manchester Hospital Schools and Home Teaching service, with the intention of developing a long-term outreach project starting this autumn.  The consultation consisted of a series of meetings with relevant staff from the Hospital Schools and also a day of workshops with young people in various hospital schools and centres.  A report has been produced to consolidate the findings.  Please contact the Youth Projects Officer for further information or for a copy of the report. 

LiveWire and BBC Blast Film Production, June 06

We have recently worked in collaboration with BBC Blast on a four-day film production as part of Blast-On-Tour.  Blast hosted a three-day festival in Albert Square, Manchester and the film was premiered to a large audience on Sunday 2 July.
The British Youth Film Project, June – Dec 06

LiveWire is collaborating with the National Youth Film Project who will be making a feature film this summer.  LiveWire participants have had the opportunity through an acting workshop to audition to act in the film and will also have the chance to work as film crew, through a formal application process.  The finished feature will be screened in our feature slot at underexposed with an awards ceremony.  If you have young people who may want to work on the feature film this summer please contact Rebecca McKnight – Youth Projects Officer for more information.

LiveWire Summer Film Camp, Aug 06

The LiveWire Management Team has been working with the Youth Projects Officer to plan a seven-day Summer Film Camp, which is due to take place in the Lake District in August.  The team came up with the schedule for the camp, which includes schedules to make two short films and a selection of evening activities, which they will be delivering.  The team made key decisions about the structure and budget of the camp.

LiveWire Critics

LiveWire Critics attended the Tijuana Organic exhibition opening at Cornerhouse, April 06 and also had an informal dinner with the artists and curator of the show.  The Critics also lead a Q & A session with the filmmakers showing films in Renegade Soundwaves, May 06 which was an experimental film event here at Cornerhouse.  The Critics will be reviewing more films, exhibitions and events throughout the year.

The LiveWire Management Team, July 06 and Dec 06

In addition to planning the Summer Film Camp the Management Team will be selecting films again for this year’s underexposed.  The team will be mentored by the Youth Projects Officer in programming underexposed and will work as a team to introduce the screenings during the festival.  The Critics will also be working towards hosting a young people’s tour of a Cornerhouse exhibition later on in 2006.

For more information please contact:

Rebecca McKnight
Youth Projects Officer
Cornerhouse
Manchester
M1 5NH
 

T: 0161 200 1528

F: 0161 200 1504

E: rebecca.mcknight@cornerhouse.org 

W: www.livewire-manchester.com
LiveWire Photographs
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The LiveWire Management team planning the Film Camp (May 2006)
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LiveWire participants in Cyprus at the Kids for Kids Film Festival (June 2006)
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LiveWire Critics at the Cornerhouse Pat 
  LiveWire visit to the BBC   

O’Neill private view November 2005
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Youth Projects Officer, Rebecca Mcknight, Alison Kennedy and Esther Springett at the Audiences Europe Conference, Barcelona (Nov 2005).   
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Wired crew on set (Aug 2005)
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