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Since working the successful project ‘Way In Way Out’ in 2004, funded by the Regional Arts Lottery Program, the gallery has been able to assess what we offer for young people and where young people sit as one of our key target audience groups.

In terms of provision, we now run regular half-term projects and workshops for young people aged between 13 and 16 years. One of our Visual Arts Access Officers is working with designers to create publicity material designed specifically to attract young people. 

The gallery is also planning to host evening events for young people, making use of the creative setting of the gallery for taster events to attract young to contemporary art through social activities.

A recent large-scale project working with many community groups across Nottingham, was based partly on the idea in the Way In Way Out project. We enabled community groups including a group of young people to investigate and express their opinions on a genre of contemporary art. Their work fed in to produce RAW – Peoples Guide to Contemporary Art, a free booklet to help visitors find out about contemporary art. 

Please contact the gallery for your free copy of Way In Way Out and RAW  – Peoples Guide to Contemporary Art. Telephone 0115 915 2867 or email angelrow.access@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Challenges still exist in finding ideal and safe spaces within our building for us to work with young people that offer valid connections to the gallery space and the artwork. Young people want to touch and interact with artworks, and so this continues to be an issue as the gallery exhibits a minority of artworks where this is possible. 

A long-term goal for the gallery identified through work with en-vision, is to support a youth forum or youth panel. We recognise that this needs dedicated staff time and money, so is still to be pursued particularly bearing in mind the future closure of Angel Row Gallery as it merges to form a new contemporary arts centre for Nottingham.

